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THE 

FELLOWSHIP 

OF 

RECONCILIATION 


The  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation 

being  a  company  of  persons  who  seek ,  as  indi¬ 
viduals  and  as  a  group,  to  take  their  part  in  the 
“ministry  of  reconciliation”  between  man  and 
man,  class  and  class,  nation  and  nation,  be¬ 
lieving  all  true  reconciliation  between  men  to 
be  based  upon  a  reconciliation  between  man  and 
God. 

“ God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world 

unto  Himself.” 

“He  gave  unto  us  the  ministry  of  recon¬ 
ciliation” 

The  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  is  a  drawing  together  of 
men  and  women  belonging  to  various  Christian  communions, 
and  of  others  who  have  adhered  to  no  Communion,  who  are 
profoundly  disturbed  by  the  confused  utterance  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Churches  concerning  war  and  other  great  social  ques¬ 
tions.  To  them  it  appears  that,  in  accepting  as  inevitable  the 
present  world  order,  we  have  all  failed  to  interpret  the  mind 
of  Christ,  and  that  confidence  in  His  leadership  involves  us  in 
an  unflinching  application  of  His  revolutionary  principle  of 
love.  They  therefore  feel  the  need  of  uniting  in  a  spiritual 
fellowship  with  those  in  all  lands  who  hold  that  as  disciples 
of  Christ  they  are  committed  to  the  endeavor  after  a  way  of 
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life  dominated  by  love  as  revealed  in  His  life,  teachings,  and 
death,  and  that  they  are  therefore  unable  to  take  part  in  war, 
and  are  called  to  a  common  quest  after  an  order  of  society 
in  accordance  with  the  mind  of  Christ. 

Though  they  find  themselves  at  variance  with  many  of  their 
fellow  Christians,  they  desire  to  work  where  possible  in  and 
through  the  churches,  to  proclaim  their  conviction  in  a  spirit 
of  humility,  honor,  and  love,  to  exercise  forbearance  in 
argument,  and  to  guard  against  the  danger  of  controversial 
methods,  believing  that  the  members  of  the  Fellowship  are 
but  a  few  out  of  many,  both  in  this  and  other  lands,  who  are 
seeking  to  know  and  act  on  the  truth  at  this  time. 

After  prolonged  thought  and  conference,  without  wishing 
to  bind  themselves  to  any  exact  form  of  words,  they  recorded 
their  general  agreement  on  the  following  points : 

( 1 )  That  Love,  as  revealed  and  interpreted  in  the  life  and 

death  of  Jesus  Christ,  involves  more  than  we  have 
yet  seen,  that  it  is  the  only  power  by  which  evil  can 
be  overcome,  and  the  only  sufficient  basis  of  human 
society. 

(2)  That,  in  order  to  establish  a  world-order  based  on 

Love,  it  is  incumbent  upon  those  who  believe  in  this 
principle  to  accept  it  fully,  both  for  themselves  and 
in  their  relation  to  others,  and  to  take  the  risks  in¬ 
volved  in  doing  so  in  a  world  which  does  not  as  yet 
accept  it. 
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(3)  That,  therefore,  as  Christians,  we  are  forbidden  to 

wage  war,  and  that  our  loyalty  to  our  country,  to 

humanity,  to  the  Church  Universal,  and  to  Jesus 

Christ,  our  Lord  and  Master,  calls  us  instead  to  a 

life-service  for  the  enthronement  of  Love  in  per- 

» 

sonal,  social,  commercial,  national,  and  international 
life,  with  all  that  this  implies. 

(4)  That  the  Power,  Wisdom,  and  Love  of  God  stretch 

far  beyond  the  limits  of  our  present  experience,  and 
that  He  is  ever  waiting  to  break  forth  into  human 
life  in  new  and  larger  ways. 

(5)  That,  since  God  manifests  Himself  in  the  world 

through  men  and  women,  we  offer  ourselves  to  Him 
for  His  redemptive  purpose,  to  be  used  by  Him  in 
whatever  way  He  may  reveal  to  us. 

While  the  above  principles  fairly  represent  the  ideals  which 
animate  the  members  of  the  Fellowship,  it  should  be  clearly 
understood  that  they  are  not  put  forward  as  a  full  and  final 
statement;  neither  should  it  be  supposed  that  only  those  who 
can  accept  every  word  may  enter  the  Fellowship.  What  is 
desired  is  not  a  common  creed  but  one  spirit,  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  animating  a  living  body. 

It  will  be  the  aim  of  the  Fellowship  to  state  positively  and 
constructively  the  message  of  reconciliation,  and  not  to  spend 
itself  in  mere  protest. 

The  chief  method  is  a  life  lived  in  obedience  to  Christ. 
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expressing  itself  in  prayer  and  in  every  activity  and  relation 
of  life.  It  is  intended  that  members  shall  work  out  personally, 
and  in  their  own  way,  what  is  involved  in  their  membership. 
There  will  be  no  attempt  to  stereotype  any  programme  or 
method  to  which  all  will  be  committed.  Members  will  natu¬ 
rally  seek  to  use  such  opportunities  for  furthering  the  objects 
of  the  Fellowship  as  are  open  to  them  individually,  and  to 
cooperate  in  meetings,  use  of  literature,  study  circles,  and 
in  such  other  ways  as  they  may  be  led  by  the  Spirit.  Many 
have  received  light  and  strength  from  meeting  together  in 
groups  for  the  prayerful  consideration  of  questions  arising 
from  the  endeavor  to  enthrone  love  in  their  own  lives  and  in 
the  life  of  the  community. 

Prayer  is  the  primary  method  in  which  every  one  must  take 
a  share.  Many  have  resolved  to  devote  a  definite  period  of 
time  each  day  to  meditation  and  prayer  concerning  the  pres¬ 
ent  situation  and  the  purposes  with  which  they  have  entered 
the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation.  This  is  already  leading  to 
definite  readjustments  of  life. 

Those  who  have  taken  the  step  of  entering  the  Fellowship 
have  not  done  so  without  facing  the  fact  that  the  position  is 
not  merely  theoretical,  but  intensely  practical,  and  that  it 
must  have  far-reaching  consequences  in  their  own  lives. 


The  Fellowship  zvill  welcome  all  communications.  In  the 
United  States  they  should  he  addressed  to  The  Fellowship 
of  Reconciliation,  125  East  27th  Street ,  New  York  City. 
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